
Off track excursion at Road Atlanta

Event information
Track: Road Atlanta ςBraselton, Georgia

2,5 miles, 12 corners, 114 mph average speed
Date: September 25th
Event: Petit Le Mans
Race: Round 12 in the Star Mazda Championship presented by Goodyear

A lap around the track
Road Atlanta has a great flow to it and has got some very 
interesting sections. Turn 1 is almost a 90 degree corner, 
but due to a massive climb from the apex and out, it is 
blindingly quick. With an apex speed of 130 mph and 
lateral g-ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŀōƻǾŜ оΣо ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ŘŀǳƴǘƛƴƎ ŎƻǊƴŜǊΦ 
Coming up to turn 3, its all blind and you can only see the 
apex ǊƛƎƘǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ Ƙƛǘ ƛǘΦ DƻƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ά¢ƘŜ 
Essesέ ƛǎ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ Ŧƭŀǘ ƻǳǘΣ ōǳǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜǎ ȅƻǳ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎΦ 
Turn 5 is yet another corner with a big climb. Turn 6 is a 
right hander and has big banking, and it is very easy to 
overshoot turn 7 as it does not have anywhere near as 
much banking as the previous corner. Turn 10a and 10b 
is a left-right chicane coming up after one of the longest 
straight-aways I have ever encountered. The braking is 
heavy and not overshooting the corner is an art in itself. 
Coming through 10b you drive up yet another hill and 
under a bridge. At this point all you can see is blue skies, 
before you suddenly drop down what feels like a 10 story 
building going into turn 12, which is a flat out right hander 
coming onto the start/finish straight. What a track!
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Qualifying report
As usual, the Star Mazda field was split up into two groups for 
qualifying. The slower cars from the test sessions would be in 
Group 1, and the faster would be in Group 2. Towards the end 
of Group 1 there was a lot of oil spilled onto the track, and this 
took a long time to clean up. The result was that the fast 
group would only get six laps each. Once out on track I was 
quickly up to speed and was right up there after the first three 
ƭŀǇǎΦ hƴ ƭŀǇ ŦƻǳǊ L ǘƘǊŜǿ Řƻǿƴ ŀ ŦƭƛŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ 
the next two laps. My competitors continued to improve their 
times right until the session was done, and I ended up in P5. 
All the guys at Mundill were looking forward to starting inside 
the top-5 for the race.



Race report
I got a great start and was on my way up to P4 when the guy in front decided to run me right off the 
road. As I was on my way past him he turned down on me, and my only option was to go to the grass. 
After a few seconds of trying to save the car from spinning or hitting the wall, I was back on track. I had 
lost a lot of positions, but would not give up that easily. I passed as many people as I possibly could 
during the 45-minute timed race, and eventually crossed the finish line as 9th after 33 laps of all-out 
racing.Neither Mundill nor I was impressed with the way I had been treated at the start of the race, 
but moving on from that, we showed good pace during the race. There were big gaps between all the 
cars out there, so chasing them down and then passing them was a time consuming effort.


