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Event information
Track: Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca ςMonterey, California   

2,238 aƛƭŜǎΣ мм ¢ǳǊƴǎΣ [ƻǘǎ ƻŦ ŜƭŜǾŀǘƛƻƴΣ ²ƻǊƭŘ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ά/ƻǊƪǎŎǊŜǿέ
Date: October 10th
Event: Monterey Sports Car Championships
Race: Round 13 in the Star Mazda Championship presented by Goodyear

A lap around the track
²ƛǘƘ ƛǘ ōŜƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊŀŎƪΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜŎǘΣ ōǳǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƭŀǇ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
track will describe, the track is insanely good! Turn 1 is really just a slight left hand kink just after 
start/finish and is easily taken flat out. This is followed by T2 which has a steep downhill braking zone 
leading into a very sharp off camber left hander taken in second gear. This is a test of patience especially 
when you have understeer in the car. T3 is a third gear right hander which it is very important to time 
right in order to come out of the corner as quick as possible. T4 is a quick right hander that is nearly flat 
out when using all of the curbing and road available. T5 is flat under braking, but mid corner there is a 
big uphill, so the corner is a lot faster than you would think by looking at it. T6 is fantastic; you go over a 
crest and cannot see the apex of the corner, and before you know it you are in the bottom of the 
compression mid corner, and on your way up the massive hill that leads to the Corkscrew. The 
Corkscrew is a story on its own (T7-8-8a) as the braking zone is blind and bends to the right. In the 
middle of the braking zone there is a crest, and behind the crest the apex of T8 reveals itself. Once you 
get to the apex of T8 all you can see is blue California skies and a couple of trees. A tenth of a second 
later and you are dropping down into T8a and the car goes into a huge compression. What an intense 
section! Next up is T9 which is a very quick left hander and has a lot of camber, all of which is in a 
downhill. T10 comes right after T9 and goes to the right with yet another big compression mid corner. 
LǘΩǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǘǘƭŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƘŜǊŜΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘŀǿŀȅ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ¢мм 
which is totally different from any other corner on the track. No camber, no up or downhill, just a very 
sharp left hander taken in first gear. This leads onto the start/finish straight, and you brace yourself for 
another lap of the Rollercoaster ride that is Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca. Boy do I want to go back 
there!



Qualifying report
We had an early 8am Qualifying session, and the Monterey fog was in place. It took a while for the 
tires to come in properly, but once they did and we made a few changes to the car, we could run 
consistent lap times. Consistent, but not fast enough to challenge the leaders. We ended up P8, nine 
tenths of a second behind pole position. A row four start for the race. We needed to find something.


