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Foreword
Okay so here it goes; My personal take on the 2009 Star Mazda Championship presented by Goodyear 
ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǇǎ ŀƴŘ Řƻǿƴǎ ŦƻǊ ¢ŜŀƳ aǳƴŘƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƭƭ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƴ 
insight of the emotions along the way.



Season thoughts
Frustrating? Unlucky? Fruitful? Disappointing? Happy? How do I sum up the season? It has easily been the 
most up and down season I have ever had, with one new experience after the other. A lot of times 
frustration has reached me, but at the end of the day you go out there and do as good as you can, 
regardless of circumstances. There have ōŜŜƴ ǘƛƳŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ LΩǾŜ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōƭŀƳŜ ƭǳŎƪΣ ƻǊ ƭŀŎƪ ǘƘŜǊŜƻŦΦ .ǳǘ 
Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ƭǳŎƪΣ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōƭŀƳŜ ǘƘŀǘΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ƘŀŘ ƛǘǎ 
definitive upsides as well. The Milwaukee win was fantastic, and was a great relief after the early season 
battles we went through. Then it felt like a long run of mediocre results until the very last race of the 
ǎŜŀǎƻƴΦ !ƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ōŀǘǘƭŜǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘΦ ¢ƘƻǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 
show up in the newspapers, but they sure feel great. There have been disappointing moments as well 
throughout the season, but knowing the complex sport that racing is, that is to be expected. Another bright 
spot was that I was the only driver inside the Top-10 in the Championship to finish all the races.

²Ƙŀǘ L ƎǳŜǎǎ LΩƳ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƛǘ ŀ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǿŀȅǎΣ Ǝƻ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ȅŜǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ 
what it is. My first Star Mazda season is in the books, I ended 6th in the Championship battle, and was the 3rd

highest ranked Rookie. Not too bad considering all of the events that took place. The season has taught me 
a million lessons for the future.

The off-track stuff has been equally as interesting. Driving all over the U.S. and Canada with my mechanics 
Eric Russell and Hunter Wright has been a blast. We drove something like 45.000 miles, and got to see 
ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŦŜǿ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛƴ ŀ ƭƛŦŜǘƛƳŜΦ LΩǾŜ ƳŜǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŜƭ ǘǊǳƭȅ 
blessed to be able to have experienced it all.


